
Problems with Child & Family Services in Montana

By Georgia Miller

1. 78o/o of children are legally kidnapped by CFS from non-abusive homes. In my own research of the
stories I have heard this percentage is pretty close. I've also observed that famities with 2 or more children are
targeted.

2. Children are kidnapped and abused for retaliation - some have questioned the authority of their case
worker or CFS - Judges even know this is what is happening in some cases. br the end it is the aiready abused
children who suffer the most! This is an unconscionable and rmconstitutional abuse of power!

3. CFS case workers, supelvisors and regional managers habitually disrespect and bully parents,
grandparents, lawyers, doctors, counselors, and their own providers - in home services and parenting educators.
They prey on young mothers who have no family support. There are few counselors at least in Great Falls who
are willing to work with children involved in Custody cases and especially children in the custody of CpS.

4. CFS forces parents to use only counselors & evaluators who are under their control. These
evaluators and counselors should not be "filled in" by the CPS case workers and supervisors. parents should be
able to choose their own evaluator.

5. Good' caring CFS workers tre either fired or quit when they question or refuse to abuse children &
families' Rebecca Laubaugh obtained her social worker degree and was so excited to help families and children
and landed a case worker job at CFS in Great Falls. She was fired after 3 months because she refused to be part
of abusing children and families. She witnessed CFS going against ajudge's order to return children to their
parents. She also witnessed the case worker, Darcy Rupp and supervisor, Daryia Mowrey laugh and make jokes
about the suffering they were putting parents through.

Another man went to college and also received his social worker degree - anxious to help children and families.
He also landed a job as a case worker in Great Falls. After a few months he quit because he did not want to be a
part of the abuse CFS was forcing him to inflict on children and families. He has small children and will not
come forward because he is in great fear of retaliation. He has gven up his education and is training to do
another line of work because he wants no part of what "social work" looks like after working for the Great Falls
CFS office.

Sarah Corbally stated in the news article on 7/26/2015 - "At the same time, the annual turnover ratefor Child
and Family Services employees is 22 percent. That's downfrom 42 percent in recent years but is still too high,,,
Corbally said' The agency is trying to improve recruitment and retention of high quatity employees and prevent
burnout, she said, " If she really wants to recruit and retain high quality employees then she need to get rid of
Marti Vining and Daryia Mowrey and I'm sure a lot more employees who are not helping children and families
but rather abusing them and forcing the case workers who work under them to do the same. The only case
workers who last are the ones willing to follow out the abusive orders of these corrupt managers like Daryia
Mowry and April Jones.
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6. CFS workers are not properly trained in what an abuser looks like or what an abused child looks like.
They most often protect the abusers because one of the characteristics of an abuser or batterer is to be exkemelv
charming and convincing. It is Child & Fanrily Services job to protect not the abusers!

You would THINK that training their Case workers about abusers and their victims would be lst and foremost
in their training!

7. CFS refuses to even acknowledge that sex abuse of children under age 5 exists;
We know firsthand of 9 families who have reported sexual abuse of children rmderthe age of 5 in Montana.
In all but l, the alleged sex abuse was by the father. In all 9 cases after the sexual abgse was reported to
CPS and investigatedthe offenderwas either outight given full custody of the children while the children
were removed from the reporting parent or grandparents, or tlre offending parent was given unsupervised
visits and partial custody. In 2 cases after several years of sexually abusing their daughten and other
children, the father's were convicted and received 100 years in prison. CPS forced these children to live
with their abusers!

8. CFS currently operates under the E myths of child sexual abuse
(http ://www.leadershipcouncil.org/ I /res/csa_myths.html)
CPS has us€d all of these myths in many cases we know about - The 8 myths is from a website by the
leadership council.

Mtth I: Normal<pparing, well educoted, middle-clqss people donl molest chtldren - . "In her years of
workwith sex ofenders, Dr. Salter lws found they commonly employ a vmiety of tactics which allow them to
gain access to children while concealing tlrcir activities. They tend to adopt a pattern of socially responsible
atd caring behovior in publtc. Many have practiced and perfected their ability to charm, to be likeable and to
radiate afacade of sircerity and truthfulness. Infact, Dr. Salter has found that the life a child molester leads in
public mqy be exemplary, almost surreal in its righteousness."

Myth 2: People arc too quick to belicve an abuser is guilty, even if there is no suptponing eyidenca
"In truth Wople are too quick to believe that the occtued is innocent, even if there is plenty of

supporting evidence."
The "people" the author is talking about are the CPS workers - case workers, Supervisors and District
Managers.

Myth 3: Child molesten molest indiscriminately. Researchwith sex ofenders confirms tlnt they tend to
carefully select and "groom" their victims.
They also groom the CFS workers!

Myth 1: Children who ore beins abused wouW imtudiate$ teU theh parenn.
Thefact victims ortenfail to disclose their abuse in o timelyfashion isfrequently used as evidence that

an allegedvictim's story should be doubted. Research however, shows that childrenwln hove been sexually
assaulted orten harc considerable dfficulty in revealing or discussing tluir abuse.

Estimates suggest that only 3% of all cases of child serual abuse and only 1296 of rapes involving
children are ever reported to police. A rutiorwlly representative sur-vqy of over 3,000 women revealed tlat of
those raped during childhood 47% did not disclose to anyone for over 5 years post-rary. Infact, 28% of the
victims reported that tlwy had never told anyone about their childhood rape prior to the research interview.

In all cases of Child Sexual abuse by a parent where CPS is involved that we are aware of, CPS workers claim
the child either fabricated the abuse to manipulate the parents or were "coachedu by the other parent or their
counseloy's to tell about abuse that never happened. Why are these CFS workers and evaluators protecting
these molesters?!!



Myth 5: Children who orc heing abused will show physlcat cvidence of abwa A tack ofpttysical eviderce of
sexual assauk is orten-c^ite! as support tlnt an allegedperpetrator must be innocslnt. Hoiever, research shois
that abnormal genitalfindings 

-are 
rare eyen in cases where the abuse has been proven. Some acts, IikefonA*S

and oral sex, leave no physical traces. Even iniuries from penetration heal very quic6y in young childrLn and
thus abnormal genitalfindings are not common especially dthe child is exarnined. more tian lb hours afier the
abuse. Infact, even with proven penetration in up to 95oh of cases, genital exaninafiora wig be 

"rrentiiilynormal.

The CFS case workers are using this myth as "ptoof' sexual abuse of yormg children never happened.
According to CFS if there is no physical evidence of the sexual abuse then it didnt happen - ii;ms fabricated!

Myth 6: Hundreds of innocent men and wotncn have beenfalsely accused and sent to prisonfor nmlesting
children.

Over and over agai4 the media las raised the questionwhetlrcr America is in the midst of a lrysterical
overreaction to the perceived threatfrom pedophiles. Actul research, however, shows that, as iwhite, our
society continues to uttder-react andmder-estimate the scope ofthe problem.

Prior to the 1980s, child sexual abuse was largely igrcred, both by the law and by society as awlwle.
Infact, research has consistently slnwn tlntfau abusers ore ever identified or iiarcerited. Estimates

suggest that only 3% of all cases of child sexual abuse and only 1296 of rapes irwolving children ore ever
reported to police

Further resemch reveals tlnt of the few cases reported to authorities, relativetyfew accused offenders
are ever investigated or chmged.

Myth 7: lf osked about abuse, chiWren tend to exaggerote and are prone to nagngfolse accusations
Contrary to the populm miscorrception tlat chil&en are prone to exaggerateTquot abuse, reseorch

sharys that chilfuen ofrenminimize and deny, rather than embellishwlnt tns happened to them. In cases where
the children hod tested positive to serually trmsmitted diseases only 43?5 of the abused children ifieruiev,ed
gwe any verbal confirmation of sexual contoct. Arcther sndy iwolved a perpetrator who pled guilty arter
videotapes documenting his abuse of ten children were found hy autlnrities. Despite this ibundinci oittora
pltysical evidence, the researchers found a significant tendency omong the chit&en to deny or minimize their
experiences. Some children simply did not want to disclose their uperiences, some lnd dificutties
remembering them, and one child locked adequate corrcepts to understand and describ, tir . Evenwhen
intemiqvs included leading questions, none of the chil&en embellished their accounts or accused the
perpetrator of acts that he hadnt actually committed

Some people believe thot recantatiotts tre o srre sign tlat a chitd tied about the abuse. However, a
recent stuStfound tlut pressurefronfamily members play a significant role in recartations. The researchers
found a 23.1% recantation rate.

A Great Falls police detective said that in many cases he has had, the children rccant after they see the fallout of
telling about the abuse.

We have not heard of even I case where children disclosed sexual abuse that CPS believed the child even in
cases where the father eaded up getting convicted of the crime and was sentenced to 100 years! Every Child
sexual abuse case CPS is involved in - the CPS workers protect the molester, accuse ttre ctrin of $ini and the
protective parrents, grandparents and counselors of "coaching."

Myth E: By using repeated intemiats, therupis0 or police can easily implantfalse numofies and carcefalse
accusations amt ng children of any age

Althoughresearch has consistently shown tlut chil&enrarely confabulate about hoving been abused
andfalse allegations have beenfowrdto be rare the potentialforfalse aliegations continues tibe an mea of
great concern in sex abuse cases.



Whenever prominent adults are accused of abuse, wefrequently hear allegations improper questioning
and suggestions that the child may harc invented molestation stories to pleose probing authorityfigures. We 

-

also hear concerns that inappropriate, suggestive therapies by overzealous clinicians may have shaped or
implanted the allegatiow.

Recent research suggests tlwt these concerns hary been greatly exaggerated Overall,laboratory
research using suggestive questioning has consistently shou,n tlwt negative events, especially events irwolving a
child's genitals, sre relatively dfficult to implant in chilfuen's statements. Infact, research shows that chitdren
arc more likely tofail to relnrt negative experiences tlw acnally did lwppen to them, thanfalsely remember
ones that didnot.

end of 8 myths

9. Parents with drug addictions are set up for failure so the system can profit offtheir children's
misery.

o I know 2 families where the children werc removed fiom drug abusing mothers and placed with the
grandparents. In both cases the children have been needlessly put througb hell.

o In one case the children have been removed from the mother and se,nt to live with their grandmother 3
times. Each time the mother fails to get clean, is set up for failure, and the children are borurced arognd
like a ball.

o In another case the children were placed with the grandfafher and after a week taken away from him,
sent to stay with an aunt while CPS could find a permanent foster home for them in another city only to
be given back to the grandfather. This was needless hell these children went through.

Whatever "so called" treatment CFS is putting parents through is not working. I'm not sure if they even
put them in treatment. Parents who are working hard on their treafrnent plans are bullied, lied to and
abused by CFS case workers and supervisors.

In Montana's 2015-2019 Child & Family Services Plan under Permanency Outcome I: Children have
pertnanency and stability in their living situations - only 23% of the 50 sample cqses reviewed
substantially Achieved this outcome during the time period 4/l/2013 to 9/30/2013.
Montana had l3.l% of childrenwhowere dischargedfromfoster care to reunification in the previous
I2 months re-enterfoster car in FFY 2013, less than I2 monthsfrom the date of discharge, The national
standard is 9.9%. Is this because regional manogers like Marti Vining threaten the parents at the time
of reunification - that f they ever put their children in counseling or call the child abuse hotline again,
they will never see their children again? !

10. there is no attempt to help parents or provide services to parents while keeping the children in the
home which is what CFS is required to do by law and their own policies

In Montana's2015-2019 Child & Family Services Plan which is published on the state's website for the time
period 4lll20l3 to 913012013, the 2nd Safety Outcome is "Children are safely maintained in their homes
whenever possible and appropriate". According to the report "Montana has seen a sharp decrease in
maintaining children safely in their homes, ftomTlYo substantially achieved between April 2011-March 201I
down to 34Yo substantially achieved between April 2013 and September 2013 (this is the period my
grandchildren were kidnapped). The report states that "in the past 2 years, Montana has experienced greater
than30o/o increase in children in foster care'r. the report goes on to say "In the June 2013 SAMS Fidelity
Review condusted by ACTION for child protectiono Montana also identified that further trainins on
implementation of In-Home Safetv Plans with hieh fidelitv was not occurrins." also "The majority of the



reasons for this period's Area Needing improvement ratings were documented as follows: Lack of ongoing
assessment,lack of face-to-face with the children, and missing documents/docurnentation from both Child
Protective Services and In-Home Services contractors. ..in at least 30% of the cases reviewed, reviewers noted
a lack of CPS visitation with children and families.

11. Children are removed with no proof of "immediate or apparent danger of harm" and kept for up
to a year or more only to be given backwith no explanation. CFS is breaking the law with many of their
removals.

Montana law indicates removal of a child may occur when the State believes "any child is in Immediate
or apparent danger of harm." Section 4l-3-301(l), Mont Code Ann, The policy is that children will only be
removed when there is "imminent risk of harm. Section 4l-3-l0l(1)(c), Mont. Code Ann.

I know of 6 families who had children legally kidnapped by CPS for alleged physical abuse when one of their
children had an accident. In all 6 cases after 7-24 months the charges were dropped but the children and families
were irreparably harmed and live in fear of the very system that is supposed to protect them.

In Montana's 2015-2019 Child & Family Services Plan under Permanency Outcome 1: Children have
pennanency and stability in their living situations - it states that70.4Yo of Montana children exited to
reunification in less than 12 months from the time of most recent entry into foster care. In FFY 2012 the
median length of time to reunification was 6.2 months.
Every day that a child is withheld from their parents is exheme psychological abuse, especially if there
was no proof the child was in imminent risk of harm.

12. CF'S workers are lying to judges to get them to sign offon their schemes to profit from abusing
children & families. We know of at least 2 cases where the judge KNEW the case worker, supervisor, or
District Manager was lying on the stand but did nothing!

13. judges are so ovenvorked from so many bogus abuse cases (78%) they don't have time to wade thru
the mounds of paperwork so they are forced to trust the CFS workers. Also the county attomeys, CFS
supervisors,. ild court appointed attorneys ask for multiple extensions - causing more paperwork, scheduling
and hearings for the judges. I also believe that judges don't want to set a precedence of ruling against CFS
because their work and mission to protect abused children is SO VERY IMPORTANT !

14. lawyers are reluctant to take cases against CFS. Most of the lawyers who will take Youth inNeed
of care cases in Montana receive most of their income from these cases. They do not want to cross CpS for fear
of missing out on the big money they are making off this comrption. Also they may know that if they cross
CPS their own children or grandchildren may be taken.

15. DFIIHS'CFS should not be allowed to use County Attomeyfs for their lawyers in Child custody
cases. This is a conflict of interest. The Judicial and Administative branches of government are to be kept
separate. When the County attorneys (udicial branch) are the lawyers for the DPIIHS-CFS (administrative
branch) it is mergingthe2 branches of govemment which are supposed to be a check & balance. When the
County Attorney is the DPIIHS-CFS's lawyers, there is no one to hold Child & Family Services employees
accountable when they break the law. All Montana state Administrative offlces shoutd have their own attorneys.

16. Indian/native children are being taken offof the reservations and adopted out against federal ICWA
laws. We have heard that hundreds of children have been taken and adopted out from the Browning India n



Reservation alone. In Patsy Fercho's case , her l/2 native grandchildren have been removed from all native

American influence and family. At the hearing, the ICWA worker stated it was not a problem.

In the State of Montana20l5-20I9 Child & Family Services Plan under "Permanency Outcome 2: The
continuity of Family Relationships and Connections is Preserved for Children for the sample period 4llll3 to
9l30ll3 under the subheading Preserving Connections the report states" The goad for CFSP 2010-2014 was met
at 58Yo, ..20o/o of the children in foster care assessed are Native American. The connections promoted and/or
maintained by the agency included the child's maternal and paternal relatives, Tribes, ethnic and cultural
practiceso school, community and friends. Native American children comprised 307o of the applicable
cases; of these cases 670/o of these children were placed with Native American relatives." What about the
33% who were not placed with Native American relatives? Were these placements against federal ICWA laws?

17. parents are threatened they will never see their children again if they speak up about the abuse of
power by CFS. Marti Vining has threatened many paf,ents that if they put their child into counseling or EVER
call the child abuse hotline again, their children be removed and they will never see them again. Parents are

even threatened by their lawyers that if they call the Omnibudsman Offrce, thier parental rights will be removed
and they will never see their children again.

18. providers are threatened that if they don't go along with CX'S agenda they will not get paid. In one

case when a parenting class provider stood up against the abuse being done to a mother and her children her pay
was withheld, she was not given any more work from CFS and the other clients she already had were retaliated
against. Social workers threaten ICWA witresses with failure to reimburse if they don't testiff the way the state
directs them.

19. When protective parents call the Child abuse hotline for help protecting their children from
abuse the children are removed from the protective parent & given to the abuser.

20. Abused children are left in unsafe homes to die or be abused. 2 grandmothers (April Hall and Cheryl
Hodges) who had 3 grandchildren beaten to death when CPS refused to remove them from an abusive home
although they were called repeatedly. photos have strfaced of the living conditions of October Perez and she

was living in a home with 4 adult drug users. The conditions she lived in were appalling yet the case worker
said there were no problems.,

21. The CFS case workers and Supervisors ignore the Foster Care board in place to oversee them and
also go against Judges rulings. They think they are above the law.

22. all supenisedvisits should be recotded. The so-called Supervised visits atthe CFS office in Great
Falls are not supervised. The Case aides normally sit in their office and play games on their computer. They
often stand in the hall and talk about other parents where visiting parents can hear it.

23. DPHHS response to the news media reports of complaints was a canned answer by Jon Ebelt, public
information officer for the Mt Dept of Public Health & Human Services - uBut ultimately the decision to
remove and place a child rests with the courts. We are constantly working to improve how we do our jobs to
promote the well-being of children and families in Montana." It is NOT the court's decision to remove and
place children. It is up to CFS and then the courts sign off on it The well being of children and families is not
what is driving the decisions CFS makes on a daily basis, I believe it is money!



24. Children are not being placed with siblings. Marti Vining and April Jones in Great Falls allowed one
of their case workers to place a newborn baby with a friend when the parents of the child's siblings deperately
wanted to adopt thier children's sister. The adoptive parents were not told about the child until she had already
bonded with the "friend" of the case worker. This is against CFS policy where they are supposed to place

siblings together if at all possible. In Jay Walton's case one of this grandchildren was sent to live with a cousin
of the father in Utah while the girl's maternal aunt who one of the girl's siblings was placed with in Alaska
desperately wanted all4 siblings to come and live with her. The adoption process for this girl started in August
of 2015 to be adopted out to a family she hardly knows away from her siblings. Marty Vining and April Jones
in Great Falls were involved with this case too.

From the State of Montana zOt$-z0tg Child & Famtly Servtces Plan:
Permanency Outcome 2: The ContinulQr of Famlly Reladonshtps and C.onnectfons is Presented for
Children
Samnle Period tVlfl3 - A3Ul3 Baseline:50 Cases Total 57% Substantlally
Achleved

While some areas of family relationships imprcved (e.9., maintaining impoftant connections, rclative
placement), maintaining the child's rclationship with parents declined aver the past few years. Enhanced focus
on permanency thtough the use of permanency rcundtables, and ovedght of permanency outcomesthrough
implementation of a CQlptocess by ChildWelfare Managerc, arc significant efforts underwayto imprcve these
outcomes. Between April2010 and March 2011, 51% of the cases reviewed were found fo be Subsfantiatty
Achieved. Between April20l1and March 2012, 53% of the cases reviewed were found fo be Substantiatty
Achieved. A decline to 43% Substantially Achieved occuned between April 2012 and March 2019. tn thismosf
recent six month sample period, a 14% improvement was noted, and 57ot6 of cases rcviewed wete
S u bsta nti al ly Ach ieved.

Placement with siblings has been dn areo of strength for Montono, even with the influx of removols over the past few
yeors. Substitute core providerc ond CFSD stoff volue plocing siblings togetherwhenever possibte. At o IO@6'strength,
roting in this item, Montana will continue to strive to surpass its above 90% overage over the past three yeors,

25. When an emergency room doctor refused to falsify hospital records so CFS could kidnap children
who had accidents - the doctors own children were kidnapped by CFS! How many doctors have been
threatened or paid off to falsif records so CFS can kidnap more children?

26. CFS Case workers are "befriending" the CASA-CAI\ guardian ad-litem's - offering to give them
rides to visits & court, take them to lunch etc. to discuss the cases they both share - thus the ad-litems are no
longer "neutral" but are siding with CFS against the parents. The CASA-CAN ad-litems receive 30 hours of
training. Yet they are helping to make important decisions as to what is "best" for children. Trained Child
psychologists should be making these decisions but CFS is convincing the ad-litems to go against the trained
counselors.

27. CFS is consistently placing children with known and admitted abusers. In some cases the children
are removed from the protective parent and placed with the "know l" abusive parent.

28. CFS consistently DOES NOT act in the best interest of the children. Are they making decisions
based on what generates the most money for the Department? When children should be removed they are not
and when children are not being abused they are removed! So many of these workers are not parents and do
now have a clue of what is best for children - especially infants & young children



29. Parents who call CFS for help or have their children removed by CFS are being billed for services CFS
is providing to their children against their wishes! Some parents are forced to pay for their own treatment plan
providers- counselors, parenting classes, evaluations, even visitation happening fith their children at the CFS
offices!

30. We have heard that case workers are given quotas of the number of children they must remove or they
will lose their jobs.

31. We have news that photos of several CFS workers smoking marijuana at paxties have tumed up. Also 2
higher ups in DFS and CFS were recently kicked out of a restaurant in Great Falls for being drunk and
disorderly. It is unknow if this drunken meeting was paid for by a state credit card. One is the same person
who we have photos of using marijuana and is the person in#32 below.

32. It is reported that a CFS worker protected her own sister and left her niece & nephew in a drug house
until the mother died of an overdose.

Thus there is no one to call when a child is being abused - no TRUE help for abused children. Where are we to
turn for help when we suspect a child is being abused?!

There are TV ads, billboards and flyers placed around the state telling people to call the child abuse hotline if
they suspect abuse. On our vehicle re-registration forms that are mailed to us there is a message:

"A MESSAGE FROM ATTORNEY GENERAL TIM FOX: Child abuse and neglect are more common in
Montana than many people realize. Each year, over 2,000 cases of child abuse or neglect are confirmed in
Montana. Most of the cases -- about 90% - involve neglect. Nearly 15% of these young victims are physically
abused; about 5Yo are subjected to sexual abuse. You have the power to help prevent child abuse. Call 1-866-
820-KIDS (5437) toll free if you suspect abuse."

Protecting children is an illusion. That is not what is happening once CFS gets involved!

A full investigation into the unethical, abusive and illegal practices of Child & Family Services is needed by an
outside entity. We are asking for an immediate dismissal of CFS employees: Sarah Corbally, Cory Costello,
Marti Vining, Daryia Mowrey, Darcie Rupp, Jessica Arndt, April Jones, Ike Jesse, Pamela Liccard, ,Lee Griffin,
Robert (Bob) Custer, Kayla Moodie, Cyndi Char Thomas Irvine Bob Weber, Alicia Justice, Crystal Marie
Wolfi Abby Cassidy and Eric Barnosky. In most cases these CFS workers are NOT making decisions based
on what is in the best interests of the Children! We believe true reform will not take place tlrtil these people are
removed from theirjobs.

After studying the State of Montana20li-2019 Child & Family Services Plan I understand what Marti Vining
and other Regional managers are doing - their focus may be getting bettering ratings in the report rather than
protecting abused children. The report clearly states that the department is failing in its mission as each %o of
failure is actual children's lives that WILL be affected negatively by having CFS involved in their lives. Has
pressure been put on these managers form above so that they have lost sight of their mission? Judge Greg
Pinski told us that it is every parent's constitutional right to conceive and bare children and then parent their
own children. He said that Child & Family Services and the Courts job is to work together to help parents
exercise the right to parent their own children. We heard that a case worker in Great Falls bragged that she had
the most parental terminations in the state! Every termination is a tragedy - where parents are not willing or



adopted children are loved just as much as biological children. I atso believe tlrat rnsnsy bas come into play in
this failing system and is comrpting it.


